Writing an Essay

“ To get full marks, you should write a properly structured essay including all the following points. To pass, you must follow instructions marked with a star. You must write in clear paragraphs, or your essay will not be accepted.

· Take a position on the essay theme — this is your thesis
· Do not write a ‘pros & cons’ essay

· Present arguments to support your thesis

· Do not simply state opinions

Do not use expressions like “I think”, “in my opinion”, etc

· Use clear paragraphs — indent or separate — no new lines within paragraphs

· Introduction: include theme and thesis statement
· Main paragraphs (3 – 5): 1 argument per paragraph — 1 paragraph per argument
· Conclusion : summarize arguments and restate thesis
Link paragraphs (and arguments) by using connectives or other words

Check your essay for accuracy (spelling, grammar) — make clear corrections

Do not count the number of words — this wastes time

Your essay should be long enough to deal with the question

